
 

 

 

 

10 College Selection Tips 

1. Take a College Tour 

If you have not visited the college campuses this is something you should do in person if at all 

possible. If you are not able to go in person then do extensive research on the school and the 

community in which it is located. 

2. Talk to alumni or current students from the college 

It is important to hear the experience and opinion of those who have gone before you. Seek out 

alumni or current students from the colleges and ask them for their tips or thoughts. 

3. Consider the financial cost/debt 

Don’t assume that because a school has less tuition or is not an SDA school it will cost less. You 

have to take many things into consideration such as tuition, scholarship money offered by the school, 

and cost of housing and food. 

4. What are the extracurricular opportunities? 

This is particularly important when considering between SDA and non-SDA as many activities in the 

secular schools will take place on Friday nights or Saturdays. You need to decide where you stand on 

this topic and choose wisely. Additionally the spiritual options at SDA and non-SDA are important to 

consider. 

5. Does the school & community support your major? 

The level of importance a college places on your major will determine the level of quality you will 

receive in your education. Additionally, you must think of opportunities that will be available for 

professional experience during your education such as internship opportunities or volunteer 

experience. Does the community offer an environment that would facilitate those? 

6. Consider the credentials of the school 

Does the school/program of interest have the academic credentials that will validate it when looking 

for a job later at a national/international level? Consider both official and unofficial credentials (e.g., 

reputation of school) 

7. Think about your long-term goals 

Consider what your plans are after this four year step is taken and make sure the college you choose 

will set you up for the steps that are to follow. Think long term, not just the next immediate step. 

8. Listen to your own voice 

Many people will be telling you their opinion and advice. Take time to step away from it all and 

listen to yourself and what your feelings and desires are. Remember that this is your life and your 

choices will impact the rest of your life. Consider the opinion of others, but be sure you make your 

choices as you begin that entrance into adulthood. 

9. Look for a balance of learning and fun 

A good education is important and should be your top concern, but life is also made up of our 

experiences and those are very important as well. Don’t forget to smell the roses along the way. 

10. Do some soul searching/Pray 

Don’t forget to keep God a part of the process. Put it before Him, use the wisdom He gave you, and 

go forward in faith. 


